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EESOLUTIONS 

Relative  to  the  death  of  the  Presi'lent  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  tlie  United 
States,  has  been  assassinated,  and  the  death  of  so  good  a  man, 
so  pure  a  patriot,  and  so  efliciont  a  Chief  ^fagistrate  at  this 
juncture  of  our  National  troubles  has  smothered  the  sounds 
of  joy  that'  but  yesterday  were  heard  in  all  the  loyal  States 
of  the  Union,  therefore  : 

Resolved,  by  tlie  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City 
of  PhiladeVphia,  That  Independence  Hall  and  these  Cham- 
bers be  draped  in  mourning  for  six  months,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  Councils  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body ;  and  that  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  issue  a  proclamation  calling  upon 
the  citizens  and  all  corporations,  to  close  their  places  of 
business  on  the  day  of  the  funeral. 
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Besohed,  Tliat  the  jSTational  cmblcni  on  all  of  the  juiblic 
buildings  be  draped  in  rnoui-ning,  and  the  State  House 
bell  tolled  upon  the  day  of  the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  mark  of  our  unfeigned  sorrow  for  our 
national  loss  and  our  regard  for  the  virtues  and  abilities  of 
the  deceased,  a  joint  committee  of  five  from  each  chamber 
be  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  our  respect 
for  his  memory,  and  also  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  illumination  fixed  for  Monday 
evening  the  seventeenth  inst.,  be  postponed  for  the  present, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  City  Property  be  and  is  hereby 
directed  to  susj)end  preparations  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  City  Property  be 
and  is  hereby  directed  to  drape  the  State  House  buiklings 
and  these  Chambers  in  black. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  give  to  Andrew  Johnson,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Abraham  Lincoln,  our  earnest,  undivided  and  pat- 
riotic support  in  this  hour  of  the  nation's  trial,  and  invoke 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  our  elYorts  to  restore 
tiie  nation  to  peace,  Union  anil  liappiness. 

WILLIA^l  S.  STOKLEY. 

President  of  Common  Council. 

Attest — Benjamin  n.  Haines, 

Clerk  of  Select    Council. 

ANDREW  ZANE,  Jk, 
President  of  Select  Council,  pro  tempore. 

Approved  this  fifteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  (A.  D.  1865.) 

ALEXANDER  PIENRY, 

Mayor  of  Philadelphia. 
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SATURDAY,  April  15th,  1865. 


A  Special  Meeting  of  Select  Council  was  held  this  day, 
pursuant  to  the  following  call  : 


Philadelphia^  April  15th,  1865. 
Benjamin  H.  Haines,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Select  Council. 

Dear  Sir  : — You  are  hereby  requested  to  call  a  Special 
Meeting  of  Select  Council  for  this,  Saturday  afternoon,  at  4 
o'clock,  in  the  Select  Council  Chamber,  to  take  such  action 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  reference  to  the  death  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Respectfully, 

Fred'k  A.  Van  Cleve,  S.  G.  King, 

Joshua  Spering,  Jas.  A.  Freeman, 

Patrick  Shorn,  Geo.  F.  Omerly. 

At  4  o'clock, 

Mr.  Barlow 

Moved,  tliat  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  Mr.  /une  be 
appointed  President  pro  tempore. 

Vriiich  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Zaiie  tliercupon  took  the  chair. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  following  Members 
ansAvered  to  their  names,  to  wit : 

Messrs.  Armstrong,  Messrs.  INTanuel, 

Barlow,  Marcus, 

Briiihtly,  Omerly, 

Cattell,  Pollock, 

Freeman,  Riche, 

Gray,  Ritchie, 

Hopkins,  Spering, 

Jones,  Van  Cleve, 

Kamerly,  '  Wagner, 

Zane. 

Mr.  Van  Cleve 

Oflered  the  following,  to  wit  : 

RESOLUTIONS 

Relative  to  the  Death  of  the  rresident  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  slain  by  an  assassin,  and  the  death  of  so  good  :i 
man,  so  pure  a  patriot  and  so  efficient  a  Chief  Magistrate 
at  this  juncture  of  our  National  troubles,  has  smothered  the 
sounds  of  joy  that  but  yesterday  were  heard  in  all  the  Loyal 
States  of  the  Union  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  By  tie  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  That  Independence  Hall  and  these 
Chambers  be  draped  in  mourning  for  six  months,  and  the 
Members  of  Councils  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body,  and  that 
the  Mayor  1)6  requested  to  issue  a  Proclamation,  calling 
upon  the  citizens  and  all  corporations  to  close  their  places 
of  business  on  the  day  of  the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  National  Emblem  on  all  of  the  public 
buildings  be  draped  in  ni<»uniing,  and  the  State  House  bell 
tolled  upon  the  day  of  the  funeral. 
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Amend  tlio  Preamble  by  striking;  out  tlie  words  "slain  by 
an  Assassin,"  and  inserting  in  their  place  the  word  ''assassi- 
nated;" an.d  liad  appointed  Messrs.  Harper,  Marcer,  Willits, 
Gill,  and  Nickels,  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  Common 
Council. 

The  amendment  having-  been  read, 

Mr.  Brightly 

Moved  that  Select  Council  do  concur. 
Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gray 

MoAed  that  this  Chamber  do  now  adjourn. 
Which  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  Council  adjourned. 
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RESOLX/TIOISrS 

Eegarding  ilic  death  of  tlie  rrf.-;iilcnt  of  tlie  United  States. 

Wljile  indulging  the  pleasing  hopes  of  })eace  afforded  by  the 
sticceyses  of  the  National  Arms,  tlie  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
in  common  with  their  fellow  countrymen,  have  been  appalled 
by  the  great  calamity  which,  in  the  death  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  has  overtaken  them.  That  the  ruler  of  a 
nation  who  derived  his  high  office  from  inheritance  or  by 
appointment,  and  who  had  used  his  great  trust  for  the  grati- 
fication of  his  passions,  should  be  assassinated  by  some  victim  of 
his  power,  has  not  in  the  history  of  human  affairs  been  of 
rare  occurrence ;  but  it  has  been  reserved  for  this  age,  so 
proud  of  its  refinement  and  its  civilization,  to  furnish  the  only- 
instance  of  the  murder  of  an  executive  chosen  by  the  unforced 
suffrages  of  a  free  people,  and  uniting,  as  did  the  late  Presi- 
dent, a  meekness  of  disposition  and  loveliness  of  temper  that 
won  the  affections  of  all  with  whom  he  had  to  do.  The 
atrocity  of  such  a  crime  is  without  a  parallel. 

As  if  it  were  possible  to  augment  the  wickedness  of  his  act, 
the  assassin  followed  it  by  the  cry,  "  sic  semper  tj/rannis,"  of 
one  who  is  not  known  to  have  had  a  personal  enemy  in  the 
whole  land,  who  is  not  charged  with  having  inflicted  a  single 
personal  wrong,  whose  conspicuous  virtues  and  proverbial 
honesty  of  purpose  were  endearing  him  to  every  heart,  and 
whose  only  doubtful  virtue  was  his  leniency  to  his  country's 
foes.  The  country  looks  f(»r  any  wrong  inflicted  on  the  mur- 
derer by  his  victim,  but  looks  in  vain. 
15 
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requested  to  wear  crape  upon  their  left  arm  for  a  period  of 
thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  twice  read  and  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  Gray, 

Moved  that  the  Chamber  take  a  recess  for  fifteen  minutes. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 
The  Chamber  having  re-assembled, 

The  Clerk  of  Common  Council  was  introduced  with  a 
message,  informing  Select  Council  that  they  had  concurred 
in  the  Resolutions,  entitled  "Resolutions  regarding  the  death 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Barlow 

Moved  that  this  Chamber  do  now  adjourn. 

Wliich  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  Council  adjourned. 
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SATUEDAY,  April  15tli,  1SG5. 

A  special  meeting  of  Common   Council  was  lieU'.  tliis 
afternoon;  in  pursuance  to  tlie  following  call,  to  wit  : 

Philadelphia,  April  15,  1865 
John  Eckstein,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Common  Council: 
Call  a  special  meeting  of  Common  Council,  to  be  helu 
this  day,  Saturday,  the  15th  instant,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
in  Common  Council  Chamber,  to  take  action  relative  to  the 
death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  S.  STOKLEY, 

President  of  Common  Council. 

Council  met — Members  present : 

Messrs.  Allen,  Messrs.  Krupp, 

Armstrong,  Little, 

Brady,  Mactague, 

Colehower,  IMarcer, 

Creswell,  Miller, 

Derbyshire,  Nickels, 

Dillon,  Peale, 

Earnest,  Schafer, 

Everman,  Simpson, 

Fox,  Stanton, 

Gill,  Sulger, 

Gratz,  Taylor, 

Griffiths,  Telford, 

Haines,  Vankirk, 

Hancock,  Yogelbach, 

Uarper,  AVillits, 

Harrison,  AVolbert, 

Hctzel,  Stoklcv,  Pz-esV. 
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Mr.  Van  Clevc, 

President  of  tlic  Committee  of  the  Select  Council,  were 
introduced,  and  informed  Common  Council  that  Select 
Council  had  passed  a  resolution  entitled  "  Resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  and 
had  appointed  Messrs.  Van  Cleve,  Freeman,  Spering,  Bar- 
low and  Armstrong,  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  Select 
Council,  in  .which  thej^  asked  concurrence. 

The   first,  second,  third,   fourth  and  fifth   resolutions 
were  twice  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  preamble  was  again  read. 
Mr.  Harper 

Moved  to  amend  to  strike  out  the  words  "  slain  by  an 
assassin,"  and  insert  the  word  "assassinated." 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  preamble  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  title  was  agreed  to. 

So  Conmion  Council  concurred. 

The  President 

Appointed  Messrs.  Harper,  Marcer,  Willits,  Nickels  and 
Gill,  the  Committee  on  part  of  Common  Council. 

:\lr.  Willits 

Moved  to  resume  the  second  reading  of  the  resolution 
.-ntitled  "Resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Commissioner  of 
City  Property." 

AVliich  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  Willits  (on  leave) 

Withdrew  the  resolution. 

Select  Council  inform  Common  Council  that  thev  bave 


^tltct  &iittcil  ^I^amber, 
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You  are  specially  invjted  to  particijiate  in  tiie  Obseciuies 
of  the  late  President  Lincoln  upon  the  reception  of  the  remains  in 
Philadelphia,    Saturday    afternoon,    April    zid,    1S65. 

Your  position  in  the  line  will  be  assigned  by  the  Chief  Marshal, 
Colonel  P.  C.  Ellmaker,  to  whom  you  will  report  at  Select  Council 
Chamber,  at   10  A.  M.,  precisely,  on  the  day  of  the  Ceremonies. 


H 


"Veri/   Tiespectfulhj^ 

FRED'K    A.    VA?I  CLEVE,    C/zV/, 
JAMES    A.    FREEMAN, 
JOSHUA    SPERING, 
THOMAS  A.    BARLOW, 
JAMES    ARMSTRONG, 
C^ ^/-  ALEX.   J.    HARPER, 

JOSEPH    F.    MARCER, 
SAMUEL    C.   WILLITS, 
GEO.    W.    NICKELS, 
THOMAS    H.    GILL. 


Mayor's  Messerujer. 
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